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Instrumentation


1 Flute 	 	 (also piccolo)

1 Oboe 	 	 (also English Horn)

1 B♭ Clarinet	 

1 Bassoon


1 French Horn in F

1 B♭ Trumpet

1 Trombone


Percussion 1	 (Timpani, Tambourine, Flexatone + One cymbal to place above one timpano)

Percussion 2 	 (Snare Drum)


1 Harp


Solo Viola 
 
Strings 
(8–6–4–4–2/6–4–4–4–2)


Score in C 



Performance Notes


The piece should always be approached with a sense of  comedy. The given tempo indications are to be taken as 
approximate, and the performance should privilege comfort and fluency over technical challenge.  
While the form loosely recalls that of  a rondeau, it is not treated in a strict sense; whenever the main theme 
returns, it should be played with the sentiment and phrasing of  a romantic piece, in a grotesque contrast to the 
surrounding humor. 
 
For most of  the score: conventional western notation has been employed, with only a few symbols that fall outside 
standard practice.  
A crotchet with a triangular head pointing upwards is to be read as the highest note possible on string 
instruments, while a crotchet with a square head indicates a scratch tone.  
With regard to the highest note, performers should not attempt to align on the same pitch—such uniformity is of  
no interest there, and indeed it is unadvisable. 
These signs should be taken at face value and integrated naturally into the line, without overemphasis on their 
unusual character.


The part for flexatone requires a freer approach: the performer is asked to follow the contour of  the drawing 
provided in the score, using it only as a general guide. The precise pitch is of  secondary importance; the gesture 
should move approximately in the direction indicated, creating a flexible and playful line that complements the 
overall comic spirit of  the piece. 
A Cymbal must be put on a timpano tuned to D3 when asked on the score. 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