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Instrumentation: 

Piccolo Clarinet in Eb

Bb Clarinet

Alto clarinet, also Bassoon

Bass Clarinet


Percussions (1 player): Toy Glockenspiel, 3 toms, suspended cymbal, triangle.


Characters: 
WOMAN: Medium high voice, possibly female
MAN: Medium low voice, possibly male




THE ITCH 
A curious Cabaret of Profanities 

WOMAN: (grumbling, searching pockets) The keys. The keys. The 
keys. Where did I put them? 
MAN: (checking phone, agitated) Five minutes ago I was a man who 
never struggled with time. 
WOMAN: Five minutes ago, I was a woman who never struggled with 
doors.

MAN: My Grindr date is court-appointed. Court. Appointed. There are 
laws. There are  
orders. 
WOMAN: I am carrying a child of my own making. Do you think the 
court would be interested in that? 
MAN: (distracted, scratching arm) If it involves mandatory sex with 
strangers, maybe. 

WOMAN: Do you think it was the sex with strangers?

MAN: What?

WOMAN: The itch. 
MAN: The itch.

WOMAN: I feel it. I must scream —

MAN: (scratches neck, then thigh) It started as a whisper. Now it’s in 
my dreams. 

WOMAN: What if the itch is the keys?

MAN: (pauses, intrigued) You mean—

WOMAN: What if I must scratch to find them? What if I am the lock?

MAN: (growing frantic) What if I am the door? 
WOMAN: (grabs her belly, gasps) And the child is the key.. 
MAN: (gasping too, in solidarity, for no reason) or the key is inside 
me? 
WOMAN: (serious, still searching) Could be. I got myself pregnant. 
MAN: With? 

WOMAN: My own massive dong. 
MAN: (pauses, blinking) Logistically? 
WOMAN: Carefully.
MAN: (muttering, pulling at his collar) Some of us struggle to open a 
Grindr chat of one liners, and here you are, conducting a one-woman 
reproductive miracle. 
WOMAN: Life finds a way, my dear. 
MAN: In my ass m’lady. 
WOMAN: (suddenly stops, holds up finger) The itch! It has moved! 
MAN: (gasps) To the keys? 
WOMAN: (searches her coat one last time—nothing. Then, she 
reaches down, scratches her calf... and triumphantly pulls out the 
keys from inside her sock.) 
MAN: (whispering in awe) You were the lock. 

WOMAN: (reverently) I was the lock.

MAN: And the itch..

WOMAN: was the key. 

MAN: (suddenly remembering, gasping, looking at phone) My date! I 
must go! 

WOMAN: (gently) Go. Grind. Obey the court. 
MAN: (hurrying off, but stops, turns back) And you?

WOMAN: (holds up keys, belly glistening under the streetlamp like a 
full moon) I open my door. I enter my home. I await my child, the self-
begotten.

MAN: (nodding, touched) You are a miracle.

WOMAN: (nodding back, sagely) Yet you are late.

MAN: (rushing offstage) The law is cruel! 

(The clock stops spinning. The lights flicker. The woman steps through 
the doorframe, disappearing into nothing.) 
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


 






 

  







   






   

     
  

 









 




miracle..
3

3

3

3

3 333

Poco
più
mosso

Scratching frantically

11rit.
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Glock.

Toms
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Triang.

W.

Man

Picc.

Bb Cl.

Fag.

Cl. b. in Si♭

    

  






 

  








 


 


 



 




















 





 















 









  

 



  









 




















  
























   


 


 





 































 















  







 









 






















  

  

   

 

 




   

   

   

    

    



 


     




 


 

  










 













   






















 
 





  











life


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Glock.

Toms

Cym.

Triang.

W.

Man

Picc.

Bb Cl.

Fag.

Cl. b. in Si♭






 
























 










 























 







 
 

   
  



 





 

















 










   


 







 


 





 
































   

   

   

  




  


  









  


























 




dearmyfinds waya

in my ass dyla myinm'

7

3

Meno
mosso

=
5012
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Glock.

Toms

Cym.

Triang.

W.

Man

Picc.

Bb Cl.

Fag.

Cl. b. in Si♭








  




 



  

 








 











  

 

   

  










    





      






 






 









  

   


    








   



  




  











  


  


 




 






























  

  

  

 









   


  

      

  







 
 

 
  

 
 

 




 


 
   


 


 

               































hasitthe moved! keys?totheItch!

keys?thekeys?totheass!

Poco
più
mosso

[searches her coat one last time—nothing. 

Then, she reaches down, scratches her calf…]

13
rall.
di
molto





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Glock.

Toms

Cym.

Triang.

W.

Man

Picc.

Bb Cl.

Fag.

Cl. b. in Si♭


 

  






 






























 
  



 
















 


 












 


 





















 









 











 

 






 











 






























 















  
 

 
 





  








 





  



































 
  




























   


  

   

  

 

 

     

  

    

 













 




 






 



 




 



 




























  





 
 






 

 
















 

   


 

 



 




  
  









 





 
 

 








 
















 







   





 



 












cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.




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


 











 















  


















 




 






 
 

  


 


 









 









 


































   

    

   

   




  

 
 




 

  



 




 






 













 

wasthewasi lock theit key...

youwerethe key...wasthelock andtheitch...

3

3

Recitando

=
60

[triumphantly pulls out the 

keys from inside her sock.]

14








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

 
 

 










  



 

  



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